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Her likes were of a similar character.    Herr von Schleinitz                     j

was politically her creature, a courtier who depended on                    J!

her without any political opinion of his own.

The Prince of Hohenzollern, who was convinced that
the Princess and Schleinitz were stronger than he, soon
withdrew from all active participation in affairs, although
he bore the name of Minister-President until 1862. The                     i

nominal leadership then also passed to Auerswald, and
during the rest of my stay in Berlin I was on a very pleas-                     ?

ant footing with him. He had a special charm of man-
ner besides unusual political gifts, and two years after-
wards, when I became Minister-President, he lent me his
kindly assistance, especially in combating the Crown
Prince's anxieties and scruples as to the future of our                      |

country, which were instilled into him from England in op-
position to me as a friend of Russia, and which afterwards
led to \htpronunciamiento of Dantzic. On his deathbed1 he                      .

begged the Crown Prince to come to him, warned him ear-
nestly against the dangers which his opposition might cause
the monarchy, and besought the Prince to cling to me.a

In the summer of 1861 a quarrel had arisen within the
ministry which is described in the following letter of June                      \

27, from von Roon, the Minister of War:3

' Berlin: June 27, 1861.

' I suppose that you are acquainted with the general
features of the Homage question, which has become so
critical* It is almost ripe for an explosion. The King

'R. v. Auerswald died January 15, 1866.

2Cf. Aus dem Leben Theodor von Bernhardis, vi. 227, 228, 234.

3 Bismarck-Jahrbuch) vi. 194 &c.

* [The King of Prussia had usually indicated his accession by receiving
formal homage. William I ultimately decided on coronation, but put on
the crown with his own hands.]
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